
In 1772, three brothers, Oliver, Lionel and Samuel Udall, moved from Stonington, Connecticut, and 

settled on a farm near Hartford, Vermont. The Udalls were related to Benjamin Burtch (1727-1793), who 

married their sister Abigail.  

In 1773, Captain John Strong was a farmer at Hartford, Vermont when he and a few others began the 

settlement of Woodstock, Vermont, with his son-in-law Benjamin Burtch (1751-1836), who came from 

Stonington, Connecticut about 1765. They settled on the farm afterwards occupied by the Udalls, where 

he put up a log house and farmed for a living. As soon as the improvements in the settlement 

warranted, he built a large frame house, which was located directly above and nearby the original house 

on the farm. In this house, he kept tavern several years, the first tavern in the town. The Strong home 

was a large house with a large family, that kept public house where a room was always provided for the 

traveler which was not an infrequent occurrence. In 1788 the jail house was built on the Common, and 

in October of that year Captain Strong occupied that establishment in the double capacity of jailer and 

inn keeper, which was known for many years after as Burtch’s tavern.  

Over the course of ten or twelve years after moving on the Green where the jail house was, this family 

all broke up by reason of embarrassments in business.  

In 1804, when he was 81 years old and poor, Captain Strong, his wife and other members of the family, 

moved to Canada and settled in Argenteuil, on the banks of the Ottawa, thirty-five miles west of 

Montreal. Two years after reaching the new country the captain died and was buried among the trees, 

and his wife soon followed him. Hers had been a pilgrimage filled with strange vicissitudes, and with 

abundance of toils and sufferings at every stage, but here at last she found rest from them all. Benjamin 

Burtch (1751-1836) took kindly to the new country, married and had a large family, and lived to be 

ninety years old and upwards.  

Benjamin Burtch (1727-1793) had several sons and daughters. Jonathan (b. 1753), one of them, was a 

physician, and is reported to have moved to Canada about the year 1804 with other members of the 

family. William (b. 1756), another son, was a trader, and carried on a large business, first in company 

with his father, then with the Udalls, then alone. He continued in active trade until about the year 1808. 

He then broke up his connections in Vermont and moved to Cincinnati with his family, thence to Indiana, 

and while they were travelling down Wabash River the fever set in upon them, sweeping off all the 

family except two children. One of these, William by name, lived in Vincennes, Indiana.  

- Information from “History of Woodstock, Vermont”, by Henry Swan Dana 


